
 

MANDALIKA 1(2) (2023) 
 

MANDALIKA: Journal of Social Sciences 

 
https:// journals.balaipublikasi.id/index.php/mandalika 

 

 

___________ 
How to Cite: 

Mafrudin, E. (2023). The Contribution of Social Sciences in Strengthening the Character Education of Elementary School Students. MANDALIKA: 
Journal of Social Science, 1(2), 29–33. https://doi.org/10.56566/mandalika.v1i2.122   

 

The Contribution of Social Sciences in Strengthening the 
Character Education of Elementary School Students 
 

Eko Mafrudin1* 

 
1SD Kristen Maranatha Kedungadem, Bojonegoro, Indonesia 

 
 
Received: June 10, 2023 
Revised: July 14, 2023 
Accepted: August 2, 2023 
Published: August 31, 2023 

 
Corresponding Author:  
Eko Mafrudin 
mafrudine87@gmail.com    

 

DOI: 10.56566/mandalika.v1i2.122  
 
© 2023 The Authors. This open access article is 
distributed under a (CC-BY License) 

 

Abstract: One of the objectives of social studies education is to form good 
citizens. To be a good citizen, every student must have good character as well. 
This implies that social studies education must be able to contribute to shaping 
student character. In this study, we will review the role of social studies 
education in strengthening character education in elementary schools. This 
research uses a library research approach. Sources of data are obtained from 
research results that have been published in scientific journals, books, and 
legislation related to the education system. The results of the study show that 
social studies education has a very important role in strengthening character 
education in elementary schools. The role of Social Studies Education in 
character building is to contribute in the form of basic values, concepts, and 
rules in shaping student behavior both in the school environment and in the 
community environment.  
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Introduction  
 

The rapid development of the times, both in science 
and technology, encourages every person or human 
being to continue to develop in various fields, including 
education. Indonesia, a developing country, aspires to 
become a developed country. To achieve this goal, a new 
generation must be formed that is able to build their 
country well so that it can compete with other developed 
countries. This is where education is needed as a tool to 
prepare and build quality individuals or human 
resources for the country (Susrianto & Putra, 2022; 
Nugraha & Frasandy, 2018). 

Education is very important in human life. Through 
education, humans will be able to live well in society, 
this is in accordance with the function of national 
education itself, namely developing the ability to shape 
dignified national character and civilization in national 
life with the aim of developing the potential of students 
to educate them to become people of faith, fear of God. , 
and have noble character, virtuous, healthy, 

knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and 
become responsible democratic citizens (Hurri & 
Munajat, 2016). Life in this era of globalization is 
increasingly advanced in technology and information, 
education is needed which is able to develop various 
kinds of knowledge. Globalization also has a negative 
impact on social life, namely a decrease in personality 
values among students (Mahanal, 2014). Progress in the 
era of globalization should not eliminate the character of 
the Indonesian nation which is known to be polite, 
friendly and full of kinship. Character is one of the 
national development missions that must be prioritized 
to "Create a Nationality of Morals that is tough, 
competitive, noble, based on Pancasila, characterized by 
Religion, faith and piety as well as the character and 
behavior of the Indonesian nation God Almighty, 
kindness, tolerance, cooperation, love of the motherland, 
dynamic development, science and technology 
oriented” (Surahman & Mukminan, 2017). 

Social science as an educational program and field 
of knowledge not only provides social knowledge, but 
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also must develop into citizens and have rights as 
citizens who are responsible for society, nation and state. 
So, the topics presented are not limited to knowledge, 
but also values. -values that students must hold 
(Amanda et al., 2022;    Ariyani & Kristin, 2021; Jumriani 
et al., 2021; Susanto, 2014). Especially if these values are 
given to children such as very good elementary school 
students, through character education in social studies 
learning it is expected to shape the child's personality 
and make him a good person, good citizens, which 
allows them to see the symptoms of a moral crisis and 
play a role in raising the younger generation (Rufaida, 
2017; Sapriya, 2017; Wahyuni et al., 2022). 
 

Method  
 

The method in this research is a qualitative type of 
literature study. Data collection techniques used by 
researchers are literature study techniques and internet 
searching. This literature study is an activity that collects 
data such as articles related to research themes, reads, or 
records and processes them (Zed, 2018). The purpose of 
this research is to find out how the role of social science 
education is in realizing character strengthening in 
elementary schools which is expected in the learning 
process to apply students' character values so that it can 
help achieve national education goals. This research was 
conducted by researchers by collecting several 
appropriate articles and then reviewed by researchers. 
Internet searching is a data search using internet sites 
from various sources. In this study, researchers used 
laptops in all stages of compiling articles and collecting 
data related to the research objectives.  
 

Result and Discussion 
 
The nature and objectives of Social Science Education in 
Elementary Schools 

There are many opinions regarding the use of Social 
Sciences in education. In elementary schools, social 
studies is a single subject or stand-alone that is 
integrated from various concepts of social disciplines, 
science, and humanities as well as various social 
problems and issues (Myers, 2006; Lopes et al., 2004). 
The term "social science" comes from America, and 
means "study or study of society" (Hidayat, 2020). Social 
studies education includes social sciences, state 
ideology, and other disciplines as well as relevant social 
issues, arranged and presented psychologically and 
scientifically for educational purposes in primary and 
secondary schools (Somantri, 2001). Social science 
consists of various branches of social science, such as 
sociology, history, geography, economics, politics, law, 
and culture (Gherardini & Frima, 2019). Social science 
also discusses the relationship between humans and 

their environment, in which students grow and develop. 
Social science also uses an interdisciplinary approach 
from aspects and branches of social science (Sapriya, 
2017). 

Social science as a field of science that appreciates, 
processes, studies, and discusses matters relating to 
human relations problems so that they can be 
understood and resolved thoroughly (Surahman & 
Mukminan, 2017; Sardiman, 2010). Selected branches of 
social science, such as history, economics, sociology, 
geography, anthropology, and social psychology, must 
be presented in an integrated manner in the presentation 
of social studies (Zoher, 2017). Therefore, it is simplified 
based on the interests of each school and its level of 
education. According to some of the experts above, it can 
be concluded that social science is a branch of science 
that studies the relationship between humans and other 
social sciences, such as geography, history, cultural 
anthropology, social psychology, sociology, political 
science, economics, and social science. -Other social 
sciences. 

There are several objectives of social studies 
education in elementary schools, including the 
following: First, provide knowledge to students to 
become good citizens; realize that they are God's 
creatures; respect their rights and obligations as citizens; 
and have national identity and pride. Second, improve 
critical thinking and inquiry skills to understand, 
identify, analyze, and then have social skills to 
participate in solving social problems. Third, practicing 
independent learning and building togetherness 
through more creative and innovative learning 
programs. Fourth, Improving intelligence, habits, and 
social skills. And Fifth, Teach students to live the values 
of life (Setiwan, 2013; Anshori, 2014; Amirin, 2013; 
Widodo et al., 2017). Thus, based on the findings from 
the explanation of the objectives above, it can be said that 
the purpose of learning Social Sciences is to help 
students acquire basic knowledge and skills that will 
help them live their daily lives in their family, 
community and country environment. 
 
The Importance of Strengthening Character Education in 
Elementary Schools 

The term character comes from the Greek 
charassein and "kharax" which means a tool to make or 
to engrave which means to carve, it was widely reused 
in French for 'characters' in the 14th century and then 
entered English as 'characters' before finally changing to 
Indonesian in "characters" (Yalida, 2019). Shaping 
character as we engrave on gemstones or hard metal 
surfaces. Character is a person's character, manners, 
morals, or personality which is formed from the results 
of internalizing various virtues which are believed to be 
the basis of one's perspective, way of thinking, attitude 
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and way of acting (Muthoifin, 2015). These virtues 
consist of: a set of values, morals and norms such as 
honesty, courage to act, honesty, respect for others. 
Character emerges from the nature of society and the 
nature of society is formed by the nature of each member 
of society. Character development or personality 
development of community members, theoretically and 
empirically, is carried out from childhood to adulthood 
(Jatmiko & Abidin, 2017). Based on the explanation 
above, the character is seen to apply the individual way 
of thinking of each individual, namely the values of 
kindness in action or behavior, so that it is individual for 
everyone. Individually, anyone who has character is an 
individual who can make something firm and ready to 
take responsibility for the impact of the decisions taken. 
This is in line with the opinion which states that 
"character is an internal value of action that starts from 
an inner awareness that can be trusted to respond to 
situations in that way according to good morals" (Pala, 
2011). 

Education is the creation of a conscious and 
planned learning atmosphere and learning process so 
that students actively develop their potential for 
religious spiritual strength, self-control, personality, 
intelligence, noble character and skills needed by 
themselves, society, nation and state. Education creates 
an atmosphere of conscious and planned learning and 
learning processes so that students actively develop 
their potential for religious spiritual strength, self-
control, personality, intelligence, noble character and 
skills needed by themselves, society, nation and state 
(Taufiqurrahman & Nida, 2019). Character education is 
an education system by cultivating values according to 
national culture with components of knowledge 
(cognitive), emotional (feeling of love) and good deeds 
to God Almighty both for himself, society and the 
nation. 

The Law on the National education system has 
formulated the functions and objectives of national 
education that should be used in developing educational 
initiatives in Indonesia. Article 3 of the law on the 
National Education System states that "National 
education functions to build capabilities and shape 
dignified national character and civilization to educate 
the nation's life, aiming to develop the potential of 
students to become human beings who believe and fear 
God Almighty God, noble, sane, wise, capable, creative, 
independent, and become a democratic and responsible 
citizen” (Government Regulation of the Republic of 
Indonesia, 2003). The goal of national education is the 
formulation of Indonesian human qualities that must be 
developed by each educational unit. Therefore the 
formulation of national education goals is the basis for 
the development of character education. 

The development of character education is very 
strategic in relation to sustainable development and the 
nation's future excellence. Such development requires 
good planning, appropriate learning approaches and 
methods and effective learning (Meilani et al., 2021). In 
accordance with the nature of the value of character 
education is a collaborative school effort and therefore 
must be carried out together with all teachers, all 
departments and become part of that which cannot be 
separated from the school culture. Character education 
is in line with the goals of social studies education, 
namely fostering students to become good citizens with 
knowledge, skills and social care that are beneficial to 
themselves and others to society and the country 
(Somantri, 2001). To achieve this goal there is a process 
of teaching and teaching, not only limited to the 
appearance of knowledge (cognitive) and skills 
(psychomotor), but also includes aspects of morality 
(affective) and responsibility, according to those 
contained in the values of Pancasila (Ibrahim, 2016). 
 
The Role of Social Studies Education in Realizing 
Strengthening Character Education in Elementary Schools 

At present, education in Indonesia is experiencing 
difficult times, and the characteristics that are by the 
values and norms of Pancasila are starting to fade. This 
is caused by many factors, one of which is the nation's 
inability to fundamentally solve educational problems. 
One of the main problems is the lack of attention given 
to efforts to create moral, pious, and faithful national 
children. This should be a top priority to find a solution 
or way out soon. Thus, social studies learning, which has 
an important role in improving student character, is 
needed in the world of education. Social studies lessons 
are responsible for building the character of the nation's 
children to be better, useful, and by prevailing values, to 
build student character to become good and useful 
citizens in the future (Ridwan, 2016; Sardiman, 2010; 
Kuntari, 2019). Therefore, social studies lessons are 
considered very important. In its implementation, social 
studies learning must be used as a vehicle for building 
the character, personality, and morals of students by the 
goals of religion and national education. In addition, as 
stated by (Suprayitno, 2021; Zoher, 2017), social studies 
learning must be adapted to its conceptual framework to 
become integrated and emphasize interdisciplinary and 
transdisciplinary relationships. Undoubtedly, it must be 
through fun, active, and transformative learning that is 
relevant to the development of people's lives (Rachmah, 
2014; Gunawan, 2016). 

In social studies learning, there are nine pillars of 
character derived from universal noble values. The first 
pillar is love for God and all that He created; the second 
is responsible and independent; the third is trustworthy 
or trustworthy and diplomatic; the fourth is courtesy 
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and respect; the fifth is mutual help or generosity, as 
well as cooperation and cooperation; the sixth is a hard 
worker and has high self-confidence; and seventh is to 
be a person who believes in oneself and God (Anshori, 
2014). Social studies learning is very appropriate as a 
character strengthening based on the nine pillars. Also, 
in today's highly sophisticated and all-digital world, 
upgrading characters is very important. It is hoped that 
through social studies learning, students will not only 
gain knowledge and remember the material, but also 
implement it in everyday life. Stick to the values taught 
while considering the consequences of certain actions. 
Especially in elementary schools, marked by 
characteristics and traits that can be easily identified 
through individual behavior. In addition, between the 
ages of 10 and 12, children enter a stage of physical 
development, which is indicated by their height and 
weight. Children's moral development is also marked by 
their understanding of the norms and rules that apply in 
their environment. Thus, proper coaching is needed to 
keep students' character appropriate and positive.  
 

Conclution 
 

Social science consists of various branches of social 
science, such as sociology, history, geography, 
economics, politics, law, and culture. Thus, based on the 
findings from the explanation of the objectives above, it 
can be said that the purpose of learning Social Sciences 
is to help students acquire basic knowledge and skills 
that will help them live their daily lives in their family, 
community, and country environment. Strengthening 
character is very important, just like social studies 
learning which is very important to instill character 
values. Many efforts have been made to improve the 
character of the nation's children who are gradually 
starting to move away from Pancasila principles. 
However, it must still be used as motivation to improve 
every effort. Social studies learning has a very important 
role in strengthening students' character, especially in 
elementary schools. 
 

References 
 
Amanda, R., Erlisnawati, & Kurniawan, O. (2022). 

Analisis Keterampilan Komunikasi dalam 
Pembelajaran IPS di SD. Jurnal Educhild : Pendidikan 
Dan Sosial, 11(2), 75–79. Retrieved from 
https://educhild.ejournal.unri.ac.id/index.php/J
PSBE/article/view/7785/pdf 

Amirin, T. M. (2013). Implementasi Pendekatan 
Pendidikan Multikultural Kontekstual Berbasis 
Kearifan Lokal di Indonesia. Jurnal Pembangunan 
Pendidikan: Fondasi dan Aplikasi, 1(1). 
https://doi.org/10.21831/jppfa.v1i1.1047 

Anshori, S. (2014). Kontribusi Ilmu Pengetahuan Sosial 
dalam Pendidikan Karakter. Jurnal Edueksos, III(2), 
59–76. Retrieved from 
https://syekhnurjati.ac.id/jurnal/index.php/edu
eksos/article/view/363 

Ariyani, B., & Kristin, F. (2021). Model Pembelajaran 
Problem Based Learning untuk Meningkatkan 
Hasil Belajar IPS Siswa SD. Jurnal Imiah Pendidikan 
dan Pembelajaran, 5(3), 353. 
https://doi.org/10.23887/jipp.v5i3.36230 

Gherardini, M., & Frima, A. (2019). Pengembangan 
Bahan Ajar Konsep Dasar IPS Berbasis Karakter 
untuk Mahasiswa PGSD. Journal of Elementary 
School (JOES), 2(2), 50–57. 
https://doi.org/10.31539/joes.v2i2.950 

Gunawan, R. (2016). Pendidikan IPS: Filosofi, Konsep dan 
Aplikasi (3rd ed.). Alfabeta. 

Hidayat, B. (2020). Tinjauan Historis Pendidikan IPS di 
Indonesia. Jurnal Pendidikan IPS Indonesia, 4(2), 147–
154. https://doi.org/10.23887/pips.v4i2.3493 

Hurri, I., & Munajat, A. (2016). Pendidikan 
Kewarganegaraan Panduan untuk Mahasiswa, 
Pendidik, dan Masyarakat Secara Umum (S. Prof. Dr. 
H. Suwarma Al Muchtar (ed.)). Penerbit Nurani. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.academia.edu/36720908/Buku_Pen
didikan_Kewarganegaraan_PDF_pdf 

Ibrahim, I. (2016). Urgensi Pendidikan IPS dalam 
Mengantisipasi Menipisnya Jatidiri Bangsa di Era 
Globalisasi dan Masyarakat Ekonomi Asean 
(MEA). SEMINAR NASIONAL “Pendidikan Ilmu-
Ilmu Sosial Membentuk Karakter Bangsa dalam Rangka 
Daya Saing Global,” 179–192. Retrieved from 
https://ojs.unm.ac.id/PSN-
HSIS/article/view/2743 

Jatmiko, G. A., & Abidin, Z. (2017). The Comparison of 
Children Gadget Games and Hand on Activity 
Games To Their Socio-Emotional Skills. In L. 
Shanty (Ed.), Proceedings of Seminar and Workshop 
Educational Psychology (pp. 127–131). Educational 
Psychology Program. School of Postgraduate 
Studies. Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 
Editorial. 

Jumriani, J., Rahayu, R., Abbas, E. W., Mutiani, M., 
Handy, M. R. N., & Subiyakto, B. (2021). Kontribusi 
Mata Pelajaran IPS untuk Penguatan Sikap Sosial 
pada Anak Tunagrahita. Edukatif : Jurnal Ilmu 
Pendidikan, 3(6), 4651–4658. 
https://doi.org/10.31004/edukatif.v3i6.1536 

Kuntari, S. (2019). Relevansi Pendidikan IPS dalam Arus 
Globalisasi. Hermeneutika : Jurnal Hermeneutika, 5(1), 
25. 
https://doi.org/10.30870/hermeneutika.v5i1.7389 

Lopes, P. N., Brackett, M. A., Nezlek, J. B., Schütz, A., 
Sellin, I., & Salovey, P. (2004). Emotional 



MANDALIKA: Journal of Social Sciences August 2023, Volume 1, Issue 2, 29-33 
 

33 

Intelligence and Social Interaction. Personality and 
Social Psychology Bulletin, 30(8), 1018–1034. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167204264762 

Mahanal, S. (2014). Peran Guru dalam Melahirkan 
Generasi Emas dengan Keterampilan Abad 21. 
Seminar Nasional Pendidikan HMPS Pendidikan 
Biologi FKIP Universitas Halu Oleo, September, 1–16. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Susriyati_
Mahanal/publication/319746366 

Meilani, E., Dewi, D. A., & Furnamasari, Y. F. (2021). 
Penerapan Pendidikan Karakter Pancasila dalam 
Lingkungan Sekolah. Jurnal Pendidikan Tambusai, 
5(3), 9247–9258. Retrieved from 
https://jptam.org/index.php/jptam/article/view
/2455/2140 

Muthoifin. (2015). Pemikiran Pendidikan Multikultural 
Ki Hadjar Dewantara. Intizar, 21(2), 299–320. 
https://doi.org/10.19109/intizar.v21i2.314 

Myers, J. P. (2006). Rethinking the Social Studies 
Curriculum in the Context of Globalization: 
Education for Global Citizenship in the U.S. Theory 
and Research in Social Education, 34(3), 370–394. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00933104.2006.10473313 

Nugraha, R., & Frasandy. (2018). Keterampilan 4C Abad 
21 dalam Pembelajaran Pendidikan Dasar. Jurnal 
Tarbiyah Al-Awlad, VIII(20), 112–122. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2020.04.015 

Pala, A. (2011). The Need for Character Education. 
International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanity 
Studies, 3(2), 23–32. Retrieved from 
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/download/article-
file/257330 

Peraturan Pemerintah Republik Indonesia. (2003). 
Undang-Undang Republik Indonesia Nomor 20 
Tahun 2003 Tentang Sistem Pendidikan Nasional 
Pasal 1 Ayat 1 Tentang Sistem Pendidikan 
Nasional. In Zitteliana, 19(8), 159–170. 

Rachmah, H. (2014). Pengembangan Profesi Pendidikan 
IPS. Alfabeta. 

Ridwan, A. E. (2016). Pendidikan IPS dalam Membentuk 
SDM Beradab. Jurnal Pendidikan Ilmu Sosial, 23(1), 
27–35. https://doi.org/10.17509/jpis.v23i1.2060 

Rufaida, H. (2017). Menumbuhkan Sikap Multikultural 
Melalui Internalisasi Nilai-Nilai Multikultural 
dalam Pembelajaran IPS. SOSIO-DIDAKTIKA: 
Social Science Education Journal, 4(1). 
https://doi.org/10.15408/sd.v4i1.4343 

Sapriya. (2017). Pendidikan IPS: Konsep dan Pembelajaran 
(8th ed.). PT Remaja Rosda Karya. 

Sardiman, A. M. (2010). Revitalisasi Peran Pembelajaran 
IPS dalam Pembentukan Karakter Bangsa. 
Cakrawala Pendidikan, XXIX, 147–160. Retrieved 
from 
https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/cp/article/v

iew/242/pdf_33 
Setiwan, D. (2013). Reorientasi Tujuan Utama 

Pendidikan IPS dalam Perspektif Global. Jupiis, 
5(2), 60. https://doi.org/10.24114/jupiis.v5i2.1115 

Somantri, M. N. (2001). Menggagas Pembaharuan 
Pendidikan IPS. Remaja Rosdakarya. 

Suprayitno, E. (2021). Strategi Meningkatkan Citra 
Pembelajaran IPS yang Bermakna Menuju Era 
Society 5.0. Sosial Khatulistiwa: Jurnal Pendidikan IPS, 
01(01), 19–28. Retrieved from 
https://jurnal.untan.ac.id/index.php/JPIPS/articl
e/view/47966/75676590430 

Surahman, E., & Mukminan, M. (2017). Peran Guru IPS 
sebagai Pendidik dan Pengajar dalam 
Meningkatkan Sikap Sosial dan Tanggung Jawab 
Sosial Siswa SMP. Harmoni Sosial: Jurnal Pendidikan 
IPS, 4(1), 1. 
https://doi.org/10.21831/hsjpi.v4i1.8660 

Susanto, A. (2014). Pengembangan Pembelajaran IPS di 
Sekolah Dasar (1st ed.). Prenadamedia Group. 

Susrianto, E., & Putra, I. (2022). Tantangan Pendidikan 
IPS di Era Masyarakat Madani. Jurnal Pendidikan 
Edukasi, 10(1), 38–53. Retrieved from 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/36221
6544_ 

Taufiqurrahman, & Nida, N. H. (2019). Pendidikan 
Karakter Perilaku Sosial Anak Usia Sekolah Dasar 
dalam Keluarga di Kota Banjarmasin. Jurnal 
Tarbiyah: Jurnal Ilmiah Kependidikan, 8(1), 75–90. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/33672
9664_ 

Wahyuni, D., Neng Ani, T. R., & Arifin, M. H. (2022). 
Analisis Nilai-Nilai Budaya pada Pembelajaran IPS 
di Kelas 2 SD. HARMONY, 7(2), 32–39. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.15294/harmo
ny.v7i1.55990 

Widodo, A., Akbar, S., & Sujito, S. (2017). Analisis Nilai-
Nilai Falsafah Jawa dalam Buku Pitutur Luhur 
Budaya Jawa Karya Gunawan Sumodiningrat 
sebagai Sumber Belajar pada Pembelajaran IPS. 
Jurnal Penelitian dan Pendidikan IPS (JPPI), 11(2), 
152–179.  Retrieved from 
http://ejournal.unikama.ac.id/index.php/JPPI/ar
ticle/download/1887/1489/ 

Yalida, A. (2019). Pendiidikan Karakter yang Berbasis 
pada Nilai-Nilai Pancasiladi Kelas IV SDN No.88 
Kota Tengah Kota Gorontalo Abdi. Jurnal 
Pendidikan Islam Al-Ilmi, 2(1), 23–32.  Retrieved from 
https://lonsuit.unismuhluwuk.ac.id/ilmi/article/
view/262/170 

Zed, M. (2018). Metode Peneletian Kepustakaan. Yayasan 
Obor Indonesia. 

Zoher, H. M. (2017). Implementasi Pendidikan IPS 
dalam  Pembelajaran IPS di Sekolah. JIME: Jurnal 



MANDALIKA: Journal of Social Sciences August 2023, Volume 1, Issue 2, 29-33 
 

34 

Ilmiah Mandala Education, 3(2), 164-172. Retrieved 
from 
https://ejournal.mandalanursa.org/index.php/JI
ME/article/view/198/189  

 


